





Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Hon. HRH Prince Simelane
Email: simelanedlamini4@gmail.com
________________________

Dear Honourable Minister,
I am writing to express concern about the two-year arbitrary detention of Menzi Bongeka Bhembe, a 26-year-old university student and activist who was arrested and charged under Eswatini’s Suppression of Terrorism Act of 2008.
On 16 January 2024, police arrested Menzi Bongeka Bhembe at his family home in Ka-Phunga, in Eswatini’s Shiselweni Region, without a warrant and in the presence of his relatives. He was initially detained under the Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act and later charged under the 2008 Suppression of Terrorism Act (STA), including section 11(1) (soliciting or giving support to a proscribed organisation) related to alleged support for banned political party, PUDEMO and the distribution of political pamphlets, and (in the alternative) section 20 (arranging/attending a meeting in support of a proscribed organisation). These charges appear to stem from Menzi Bongeka Bhembe’s peaceful student organising, and there is no evidence that he committed, planned, or incited any act of violence.
Amnesty International is further concerned by the manner of Menzi Bongeka Bhembe’s arrest and detention, which failed to meet international fair trial safeguards. Specifically, authorities did not comply with STA section 23 (authorisation, custody records, reasonable-grounds standard, and statutory time limits), and proceedings were initiated without the Attorney-General’s written consent required by STA section 28(4) for specified offences. Annexed records show the investigation continued for months after the arrest (forensic and exhibit activity dated March–July 2024), indicating the case was not trial-ready when liberty was curtailed. On 30 September 2025, Menzi Bongeka Bhembe was refused bail, contrary to the presumption of innocence. These defects are incompatible with Eswatini’s Constitution, including section 16 (personal liberty) and section 21 (fair hearing), and with Eswatini’s international human rights obligations under the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, notably Article 6 (liberty) and Article 7(1)(a), (b) and (d) (being informed of charges, trial within a reasonable time, and presumption of innocence). They also engage the right to freedom of expression (Constitution section 24; African Charter Article 9) insofar as the conduct alleged concerns peaceful political expression.
In light of the above, I urge you to ensure the immediate and unconditional release of Menzi Bongeka Bhembe and to drop all charges against him. I further request that the STA not be used to criminalise peaceful dissent and activism.

Yours Sincerely,
________________________
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