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	URGENT ACTION
	
	UA 007/26

	Student activist jailed under terrorism law

	ESWATINI


Menzi Bongeka Bhembe, a 26-year-old university student and activist, was arrested on 16 January 2024 and charged under Eswatini’s 2008 Suppression of Terrorism Act. He has been held in arbitrary detention for over two years in violation of due process guarantees, in what appears to be a politically motivated attempt to suppress student activism. Eswatini authorities must immediately and unconditionally release Menzi Bongeka Bhembe and drop all charges against him as he is detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights.
Despite repeated calls for dialogue and reform, Menzi Bongeka Bhembe’s arrest and continued detention takes place in a broader context of systemic repression in Eswatini, with a shrinking civic space and where the authorities have increasingly used the Suppression of Terrorism Act (STA) of 2008 to target peaceful political dissent and criminalise freedom of expression, association, and assembly, contributing to a chilling effect on human rights and the rule of law.
The STA contains overly broad definitions of terrorism and has been widely condemned for enabling the persecution of political opponents, student leaders, journalists, and human rights defenders. The arrest of Menzi Bongeka Bhembe is part of a larger pattern in which the Eswatini government labels peaceful dissent as «terrorism» to justify arrests, surveillance, and lengthy pre-trial detention. This includes the 2023 assassination of prominent lawyer Thulani Maseko and the 2024 convictions of pro-democracy MPs Mduduzi Bacede Mabuza and Mthandeni Dube, who were sentenced to 85 and 58 years respectively under similar anti-terrorism charges.
Amnesty International has consistently called for the repeal or urgent reform of the STA to ensure compliance with Eswatini’s obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, which guarantee the rights to liberty, a fair trial, and freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.
TAKE ACTION
1. Write an appeal in your own words or use the model letter on page 2.
1. Please take action before 9 August 2026.
1. Preferred language: English. You can also write in your own language.
1. INFO POSTAGE: Post delivery is possible to almost all countries. Please check at the Swiss Post whether letters are currently being delivered to the destination country. 
If not, please send by email, fax or social media and/or via the embassy with the request for forwarding to the named person. Thank you !
	APPEALS TO
	COPIES TO

	Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Hon. HRH Prince Simelane
Email: simelanedlamini4@gmail.com
Copies to: Under Secretary
Ms. Gugu V.Nsibande
Email: nsibandegugu@yahoo.com
	Ambassade du Royaume d'Eswatini
Chemin William Barbey 51
1292 Chambésy
Fax: 022 758 94 24
E-mail: contact@missionofeswatini.ch
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Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Hon. HRH Prince Simelane
Email: simelanedlamini4@gmail.com
________________________

Dear Honourable Minister,
I am writing to express concern about the two-year arbitrary detention of Menzi Bongeka Bhembe, a 26-year-old university student and activist who was arrested and charged under Eswatini’s Suppression of Terrorism Act of 2008.
On 16 January 2024, police arrested Menzi Bongeka Bhembe at his family home in Ka-Phunga, in Eswatini’s Shiselweni Region, without a warrant and in the presence of his relatives. He was initially detained under the Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act and later charged under the 2008 Suppression of Terrorism Act (STA), including section 11(1) (soliciting or giving support to a proscribed organisation) related to alleged support for banned political party, PUDEMO and the distribution of political pamphlets, and (in the alternative) section 20 (arranging/attending a meeting in support of a proscribed organisation). These charges appear to stem from Menzi Bongeka Bhembe’s peaceful student organising, and there is no evidence that he committed, planned, or incited any act of violence.
Amnesty International is further concerned by the manner of Menzi Bongeka Bhembe’s arrest and detention, which failed to meet international fair trial safeguards. Specifically, authorities did not comply with STA section 23 (authorisation, custody records, reasonable-grounds standard, and statutory time limits), and proceedings were initiated without the Attorney-General’s written consent required by STA section 28(4) for specified offences. Annexed records show the investigation continued for months after the arrest (forensic and exhibit activity dated March–July 2024), indicating the case was not trial-ready when liberty was curtailed. On 30 September 2025, Menzi Bongeka Bhembe was refused bail, contrary to the presumption of innocence. These defects are incompatible with Eswatini’s Constitution, including section 16 (personal liberty) and section 21 (fair hearing), and with Eswatini’s international human rights obligations under the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, notably Article 6 (liberty) and Article 7(1)(a), (b) and (d) (being informed of charges, trial within a reasonable time, and presumption of innocence). They also engage the right to freedom of expression (Constitution section 24; African Charter Article 9) insofar as the conduct alleged concerns peaceful political expression.
In light of the above, I urge you to ensure the immediate and unconditional release of Menzi Bongeka Bhembe and to drop all charges against him. I further request that the STA not be used to criminalise peaceful dissent and activism.

Yours Sincerely,
________________________
Copie
Ambassade du Royaume d'Eswatini, Chemin William Barbey 51, 1292 Chambésy
Fax: 022 758 94 24 / E-mail: contact@missionofeswatini.ch


